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Join the Nelson Italian Festival

A celebration of food, culture and community 
– now one of the South Island’s fastest-growing events

Sunday 7 March 2027



Nelson’s Italian story goes back to the late 1800s, when the
first Italian settlers moved to the area, particularly from the
small village of Massa Lubrense. Their market gardens once
turned The Wood into a “sea of glass.”

That legacy lives on at Club Italia, founded in 1931 and still
going strong. The Nelson Italian Festival honours this rich
history while writing new chapters – bringing people from all
walks of life together over food, music, laughter and
connection. 

Nelson’s Italian roots
OUR STORY

“Such an asset for Nelson. Thank you Club Italia
– Nelson Italian Festival, top class.”

Salome Mailman, Festivalgoer 



From a local gathering to a
regional drawcard

HOW WE’VE GROWN
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visitors visitors visitors visitors

In four editions, the Festival has grown more than 12x, with 2026 marking the first year
attendance crossed five figures.



StallholdersStallholders
The festival is built around
its stallholders. Food, wine,
artisan goods and more line
Trafalgar Park and Club
Italia, with visitors moving
through all day to browse,
taste and buy.
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EntertainmentEntertainment
On the main stage, music
and performance anchor
the day and give people a
reason to stay on the
grounds for hours rather
than move through quickly.
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Cooking demosCooking demos
In the Trafalgar Pavilion,
local Italian chefs share
techniques, ingredients and
a few family secrets, talking
the crowd through classic
dishes. 
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Family-friendly funFamily-friendly fun
With kids’ football and
rugby tournaments at
Trafalgar Park, plus face
painting and bouncy
castles, families have plenty
to do (and stay for)
throughout the day. 

With kids’ football and
rugby tournaments at
Trafalgar Park, plus face
painting and bouncy
castles, families have plenty
to do (and stay for)
throughout the day. 

Italian cars & bikesItalian cars & bikes
A standout display of classic
and sports vehicles draws
dedicated collectors and
curious onlookers alike. It’s
one of the festival’s most
popular features.
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A full day of Italian
food and culture

WHAT’S ON



Moments from
the Festival



Loved by the
community

“It was an awesome day. Will be coming to it
next year.” 
Colleen Perkin

“Congratulations on a very well planned
and successful event. Will be back next
year.”
Jillian Rose

“Such a great event and yes you have
grown! Keep up the good work! You might
want to extend over two days.”
Kate Dumitru

“First time I’ve attended. It was an
excellent event – many thanks to all
involved.”
Dennis Goodman

“Thank you! What a fantastic event... Even
lovelier than last year’s one, hard to believe.
Beautiful hospitality.”
Chrissie Thomas

“Had a lovely time there and enjoyed our
real Italian pizza as well as the great
atmosphere and perfect weather.”
Monika Monz Peter Johnson

“Amazing event – grateful to our Italian
community.”
John Dawson



People don’t just pass through: they stay for hours, eating,
drinking, exploring, dancing and buying. Whether you’re
booking a stall or coming on board as a sponsor, this is the
kind of event that puts you in front of an engaged audience. 

Get in front of the
right crowd

WHY JOIN US

Over 10,000 visitors in 2026 – half of
which travelled from outside Nelson to
attend

410K+ Facebook views and 40K website
sessions in the lead-up to the event

Strong media coverage: Stuff, Uniquely
Nelson and more



Become a sponsor
GET INVOLVED - SPONSORS

Get your name and brand in front of thousands, and
associated with one of the region’s most loved events

Logo placement on banners, stage and
digital assets

Mentions across social media, emails
and printed flyers

Option to host a branded experience or
activation on the day

Association with a community-run event

Interested in sponsoring? Get in touch to discuss your ideas:
info@nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz



Book a stall
GET INVOLVED - STALLHOLDERS

Authenticity matters to us. You don’t need to be Italian, but
what you bring must be. Think food, wine, art, fashion,
language, design or artisan products inspired by Italian
tradition and style. 

Stalls include a space, power access (if
required) and basic support. 

Email info@nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz to
request an Expression of Interest Form.

Support in kind

We’re also open to collaborations – including photography,
logistics, printing, transport and other forms of support.
Let’s talk.



Perform on stage
GET INVOLVED - ENTERTAINERS

Music and performance sit at the heart of the day. We’re looking
for Italian musicians, singers, dancers or performers of any kind –
based here in New Zealand – who’d like to bring their craft to the
main stage in front of thousands of festival-goers. 

Email us at info@nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz today!



Got a beauty in the garage? 
GET INVOLVED - VEHICLE OWNERS

Bring it to Trafalgar Park! Each year, the Nelson Italian Festival
features a stunning display of Italian classic and sports vehicles.

Whether you ride, restore or just love your Italian car or
motorbike, this is your invitation to show it off – alongside dozens
of fellow enthusiasts. 

Get in touch to find out more – send us an email at
info@nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz 



2026 was made
possible by
Main institutional sponsorsMain institutional sponsors
Italian Embassy in Wellington, Nelson City Council,
Ministry for Ethnic Communities, Rātā Foundation
Italian Embassy in Wellington, Nelson City Council,
Ministry for Ethnic Communities, Rātā Foundation

Other institutional supportersOther institutional supporters
Italian Chamber of Commerce in New Zealand,
Comites Nuova Zelanda, Multicultural Nelson
Tasman Inc, NBS, Nelson Regional Development
Agency, Bayleys Nelson Tasman, Viavio Cheese,
Cancer Society Nelson Tasman
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Agency, Bayleys Nelson Tasman, Viavio Cheese,
Cancer Society Nelson Tasman

Sponsors who gave free servicesSponsors who gave free services
Mitre 10 MEGA Nelson, Uniquely Nelson, Mark
Healey, MTF Finance Nelson, Genoese Foods, FC
Nelson, Summit, Tasman Honda, The Little Pig
Building Co, Rena & Rob Masters, Design Windows,
Nelson Events & Venues
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Raffle donorsRaffle donors
Flavia & Flavio, Viavio Cheese, Kakariki Olives,
Andrea Ranieri, Ducati Owners Club Nelson, Italian
Film Festival NZ, Nelson Classic Car Museum, Club
Italia, Gelato Roma Nelson 
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Andrea Ranieri, Ducati Owners Club Nelson, Italian
Film Festival NZ, Nelson Classic Car Museum, Club
Italia, Gelato Roma Nelson 

Professional servicesProfessional services
Raffaele Bandoli (Artistic Director and musician),
Paolo Rotondo and Italian Film Festival NZ, Birds-
Eye, David Letsche Photography, Oscar Neubauer
(Neubauer Studios), Cuoca Cristina Cocchi (D'Vine
Marlborough), Chef Manuel Montagna, Nelson
Whakatū Menzshed, Micol Aristarco (singer),
Thematic for the survey preparation and analysis,
Nelson Light and Sound
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Prizes for kids tournaments and
Treasure Hunt
Prizes for kids tournaments and
Treasure Hunt
Salvito's Pizza Bar, Stefano's Pizza, Elba's Pazza
Pizza, Gelato Roma Nelson 
Salvito's Pizza Bar, Stefano's Pizza, Elba's Pazza
Pizza, Gelato Roma Nelson 



2026 was made
possible by
Other supportersOther supporters
Nelson Rugby Football Club, Nayland College, St
Joseph's School, Wheezers Bike Group, Auckland
Point School, The Smokehouse, Prego
Mediterranean Foods, The Free House

Nelson Rugby Football Club, Nayland College, St
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Mediterranean Foods, The Free House

Tarante dancersTarante dancers
Dafni Anastasiadi, Titta Conte, Luisa Zuppardi-
Smith, Bee Doron, Linda Ambrosetti, Lais Carlini,
Chiara Sartorato, Rosi
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Chiara Sartorato, Rosi

And of course... And of course... 
Anyone whose names we might have missed, plus
all the volunteers, Club Italia members, families
and friends who cooked, baked, lent equipment
and worked tirelessly for months and throughout
the Festival day.

Anyone whose names we might have missed, plus
all the volunteers, Club Italia members, families
and friends who cooked, baked, lent equipment
and worked tirelessly for months and throughout
the Festival day.

𝗜𝘁𝗮𝗹𝗶𝗮𝗻 𝘃𝗲𝗵𝗶𝗰𝗹𝗲 𝗼𝘄𝗻𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗜𝘁𝗮𝗹𝗶𝗮𝗻 𝘃𝗲𝗵𝗶𝗰𝗹𝗲 𝗼𝘄𝗻𝗲𝗿𝘀
Eelco Boswijk (yellow & white 1958 Fiat Multipla),
Patrick Maisey (Fiat 128 and Fiat Bertone X1/9),
Nick Marwick (Fiat 124 Coupe), Mark Quinney -
Alfa Romeo Owners Club of New Zealand
(AROCNZ), Steve Handyside - Ferrari Owners' Club
Blenheim, Shane Joyce (Ferrari owner), Jo & Neil
Smith (Fiat 124 Couple 1974 green), Gaetano (Fiat
Panda 1990), Peter Carey (Fiat Coupe 130), David
Smith (Lancia Fulvia 1.3S Coupe), Wendy & Steve
Clements (Fiat 500 - Gucci Girl Plates), Jan & John
Heap (Ferrari 328), Alan Mclean (1971 Laverda,
Moto Guzzi), Patrick Maisey (Ducati Darmah 1980
Vintage), Nick Marer - Ducati Club, Alycia & Alex
Hislop (Moto Guzzi), Peter John (green Vespa
PX150), Paul Miles (red Moto Guzzi), Ryan Green
(1965 Vespa mint green), Snow Mullins (1964
Vespa 50 yellow & 1962 Vespa 150 Sportique grey),
Craig Moore (Ducati XDiavel), Alastair Andrew
(Vespa), Classic Boat Museum - Lake Rotoiti (Red
Ferrari Hydroplane).  
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Let’s make 2027 our
biggest year yet

This event is proudly organised by Club Italia – a not-
for-profit run entirely by volunteers. Our goal: an
authentic “taste of Italy” for the community, and
keeping Italian culture alive in Nelson through food,
music and connection. 

Get in touch
EMAIL

WEBSITE

SOCIAL

info@nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz

nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Sunday 7 March 2027 | Lower Trafalgar Street, Nelson

mailto:info@nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz
https://nelsonitalianfestival.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/nelsonitalianfestival
https://www.instagram.com/nelsonitalianfestival/
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